
BURNS DISTRICT, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
 LAND SALE - 2002 OFFERING

This brochure describes parcels of public land to be offered for sale by the Burns District Office,
Bureau of Land Management, 28910 Hwy 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738, phone (541)
573-4400.

The parcels are scheduled for sale at the time and under the terms specified in this brochure and
in the Notice of Realty Action.  If there are adverse comments received as a result of the Notice
of Realty Action they will be evaluated and could result in modification of sales or withdrawal of
all or portions of the land from the offers to sell.  Interested parties should continue to check with
the Burns District Office to keep themselves advised of any changes.

BIDDING PROCEDURES

In this offering three procedures will be utilized to sell the land.  Competitive procedures will
utilize sealed bidding followed by oral auction.  Modified Competitive and Unsold Competitive
sales will be made by sealed bid only.  The following is a detailed description of the three
procedures to be utilized.

Competitive Procedures

Under competitive procedures the land will be sold to any qualified bidder submitting the highest
bid.  Bidding will be by sealed bid followed by an oral auction to be held at 2:00 p.m. PST on
July 1, 2002, at the Burns District Office, Bureau of Land Management, 28910 Hwy 20 West,
Hines, Oregon 97738.  To qualify for the oral auction bidders must submit a sealed bid meeting
the requirements as stated below in "Bid Requirements."  The highest valid sealed bid will
become the starting bid for the oral auction.  Bidding in the oral auction will be in minimum
increments of $100.  The entity establishing the highest valid bid from the oral auction will be
declared the prospective purchaser.

If no valid bids are received, the parcel will be declared unsold and offered by unsold procedures
on a continuing basis until sold or withdrawn from sale.

Modified Competitive Procedures

Under modified competitive procedures the designated bidders identified in the table below will
be given the opportunity to match or exceed the "apparent high bid."  The apparent high bid will
be established by the highest valid sealed bid received in an initial round of public bidding.  If
two or more valid sealed bids of the same amount are received for the same parcel, that amount
shall be determined to be the apparent high bid.  The designated bidders are required to
submit a valid bid in the initial round of public bidding to maintain their preference
consideration.  The bid deposit for the apparent high bid(s) and the designated bidders will be
retained and all others will be returned.



The designated bidders will be notified by certified mail of the apparent high bid.  Where there
are two or more designated bidders for a single parcel, they will be allowed 30 days to provide
the authorized officer with an agreement as to the division of the property and a collective sealed
bid or, if agreement cannot be reached, individual sealed bids for not less than the apparent high
bid.  Failure to submit an agreement on a bid shall be considered a waiver of the option to divide
the property equitably and forfeiture of the preference consideration.  Failure to act by all of the
designated bidders will result in the parcel being offered to the apparent high bidder or declared
unsold, if no bids were received in the initial round of public bidding.

Unsold Parcel Procedures

Unsold parcel procedures will be used after a parcel has been unsuccessfully offered for sale by
competitive or modified competitive procedures.

Unsold parcels will be offered competitively on a continuous basis until sold.  Under competitive
procedures for unsold parcels the highest valid bid received during the preceding month will be
declared the purchaser.  Sealed bids will be accepted and held until the second Wednesday of
each month at 2:00 p.m. PDT/PST when they will be opened.  Openings will take place every
month until the parcels are sold or withdrawn from sale.

BID REQUIREMENTS

With the exception of unsold parcel bids, all sealed bids must be submitted to the Burns District
Office, no later than 2:00 p.m. PST on July 1, 2002, the time of the bid opening and oral
auction.  As stated above, sealed bids for unsold parcels will be accepted at any time and held for
opening on the second Wednesday of each month.  The outside of all bid envelopes must be
clearly marked with "BLM Land Sale," the parcel number, and the bid opening date.  Bids must
be for not less than the minimum acceptable bid (appraised market value).  Separate bids must be
submitted for each parcel.  Each sealed bid shall be accompanied by a certified check, postal
money order, bank draft, or cashier's check made payable to the Department of the Interior-BLM
for not less than 20 percent of the amount bid.  The bid envelope must also contain a statement
showing the total amount bid and the name, mailing address, and phone number of the entity
making the bid.  A "Bidders Acknowledgment and Qualifications Statement" is attached to assist
in submission of a proper bid.  A successful bidder for competitive parcels shall make an
additional deposit at the close of the oral auction to bring his total bid deposit up to the required
20 percent of the high bid.  Personal checks or cash will be acceptable for this additional deposit
only.

Successful bidders will be declared the prospective purchaser and allowed 180 days to submit the
balance of the purchase price.  Failure to meet this timeframe shall cause the deposit to be
forfeited to the BLM.  The parcel will then be offered to the next lowest qualified bidder, or if no
other bids were received, the parcel will be declared unsold.



A successful bid on a parcel constitutes an application for conveyance of those mineral interests
offered under the authority of Section 209(b) of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976.  In addition to the full purchase price, a nonrefundable $50 filing fee will be required from
the prospective purchaser for purchase of the mineral interests to be conveyed simultaneously
with the sale of the land.

BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS

Federal law requires that public land may be sold only to either 1) citizens of the United States
18 years of age or older; 2) corporations subject to the laws of any State or the United States;
3) other entities such as associations and partnerships capable of holding land or interests therein
under the laws of the State within which the land is located; or 4) States, State instrumentalities
or political subdivisions authorized to hold property.  Certifications and evidence to this effect
will be required of the purchaser prior to issuance of conveyance documents.

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

All of the land described below is within the Willamette Meridian in northern Harney County,
Oregon.

Parcel Number Legal Description Acres

Minimum
Acceptable

Bid
Bidding

Procedures
Designated

Bidders

OR-55323 T.25S., R.31E., 
sec. 1, lots 1 and 2.

79.79 $7,200 Unsold
Competitive

None

OR-56567 T.18S., R.33½E.,
sec. 32, S½SW¼,
SW¼SE¼.

120 $24,000  Modified
Competitive

Gladys
Williams,
Terry and
Nancy
Williams, and
Van Grazing
Cooperative

OR-56568 T.19S., R.33½E.,
sec. 26, NW¼NW¼.

40 $8,000 Modified
Competitive

Van Grazing
Cooperative,
Helen Opie,
and Jack
Joyce

OR-56574 T.22S., R.33E.,
sec. 28, E½.

320 $128,000 Competitive None

OR-56575 T.27S., R.34E., 
sec. 6, lots 3(40.26),
4(32.76), 5(32.54),
SE¼NW¼.

145.56 $58,000 Competitive None



Parcel Number Legal Description Acres

Minimum
Acceptable

Bid
Bidding

Procedures
Designated

Bidders

OR-56576 T.27S., R.34E.,
sec. 9, SW¼SW¼.

40 $8,000 Modified
Competitive

Fred and
Betty Briggs,
and John and
Karen
Starbuck

OR-56577 T.27S., R.34E.,
sec. 21, NE¼SE¼.

40 $8,000 Modified
Competitive

Conly and
Barbara
Marshall, and
Don Opie

OR-56579 T.27S., R.34E.,
sec. 23, S½SW¼;
sec. 26, N½NW¼.

160 $32,000 Modified
Competitive

Conly and
Barbara
Marshall,
Donald and
Susan
Ramsey,
Carol Temple,
and Don Opie

GENERAL AREA DESCRIPTION AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

All of the parcels being offered are located in northern Harney County in eastern Oregon.  Being
on the northern edge of the Great Basin the area is generally characterized as high desert
dominated by large expanses of sagebrush and sagebrush grassland.  Climate in Harney County is
best classified as semi-arid with long cool (sometimes cold) winters with below zero low
temperatures and short, warm (sometimes hot), dry summers with high temperatures above 100. 
Average precipitation in the Harney Basin is 10 to 12 inches, approximately half of which comes
as winter moisture.  Annual frost-free periods average about 100 days at lower elevations
(4,000 feet) but hard frosts can occur anytime of the year.

Surface water is generally not available on any of the parcels and depth and location of
groundwater is unknown.  Prospective purchasers should check with the Harney County Water
Master and other sources to gain an understanding of water potential and quality in the area of
interest.

The area is sparsely populated with about 7,000 people residing in the County, about 5,000 of
which live in Burns-Hines, the major community in the area.  The community of Burns-Hines is
isolated being over 130 miles east of Bend, Oregon, and 110 miles west of Ontario, Oregon,
larger communities where additional services and cultural events are available.  The nearest large
commercial air service is at Boise, Idaho, 180 miles to the east.



BLM land sale parcels are mostly isolated and often have difficult legal and physical access
considerations.  For the most part, climate, soils, and topography limits farming and other
agriculture.  Seasonal livestock grazing is the most common potential use of most of the parcels,
although with development of necessary infrastructure such as roads, water and power, some
parcels could be used for rural residential purposes or farming of cool season crops.  Access will
not be guaranteed to any of the parcels being offered for sale, nor any warranty made as to
the use of the property in violation of applicable land use laws and regulations.  Before
submitting a bid, prospective purchasers should check with the appropriate city or County
planning department to verify approved uses and investigate access potential.  In addition to
considering purchase of public land, we encourage those interested in settling in Harney County
to contact local Realtors who often list properties with improvements and infrastructure already
in place.

2002 LAND SALE PARCEL DESCRIPTIONS

OR-55323 (Unsold Competitive)

Difficult physical access is available to the property via a poor two-track road.  There is no legal
access to the property.  The nearest legal access and phone service are located more than 2 miles
to the west along State Highway 205.  Power is located less than one-quarter mile north of the
parcel.  The parcel straddles the top of Wright's Point and is level on top with steep slopes and
rimrocks on the north and south.  It is unfenced but rimrocks provide natural barriers on those
two sides.  There are no improvements or surface water on the parcel.  Vegetation on top of the
point is a crested wheatgrass seeding while the steep slopes and rimrocks support native grasses
and sagebrush.

1. The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

2. The sale will include the mineral estate.

OR-56567 (Modified Competitive)

The property has no legal and difficult physical access via rough two-track roads crossing private
land and can be difficult to impassible in wet or winter conditions.  Soils for the most part are
rocky and untillable.  The property is fenced on one side.  There are no utilities or other
improvements on the property.  

• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).



• The sale will include mineral estate.

OR-56568 (Modified Competitive)

The property has no legal and difficult physical access via rough two-track roads crossing private
land and can be difficult to impassible in wet or winter conditions.  Soils for the most part are
rocky and untillable.  There are no utilities or other improvements on the property.

• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The sale will include mineral estate.

OR-56574 (Competitive Sale)

The parcel has legal and physical access via the paved U.S. Highway 20 which crosses one
corner of the property.  A fiber optic line, two power lines, and a highway cross the property. 
The parcel is fenced on two sides, has no surface water or other improvements.  The land consists
mostly of slopes leading to a large hill.  Soils are fair and gravelly and it is moderately steep. 
Vegetation is mostly sagebrush with grasses and forbs. 

• The sale of this parcel would be subject to a right-of-way for electric power transmission
and distribution purposes granted to Harney Electric Cooperative, Inc., a right-of-way for
electric power transmission and distribution purposes granted to Idaho Power Company, a
right-of-way for fiber optics purposes granted to CenturyTel of Oregon, Inc., a
right-of-way for U.S. Highway 20 granted to Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT), and a right-of-way for fiber optics purposes granted to Williams
Communications, LLC.

• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The sale will include the mineral estate.

OR-56575 (Competitive Sale)

There is excellent legal and physical access directly to the property via paved and gravel County
roads.  Power and phone service are also available along the County road.  Most of the property
is relatively level acreage with poor soils.  It is fenced on two sides.  There is no surface water or
other improvements on the property.

• The sale of this parcel would be subject to a right-of-way for County road purposes
granted to Harney County.



• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The parcel will contain a wetland/riparian covenant pursuant to the authority contained in
Section (4) of Executive Order 11990 of May 24, 1977, and Section 203 and 209 of the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976.

• The sale will include mineral estate.

OR-56576 (Modified Competitive Sale)

There is no legal access to the property.  Physical access is via private ranch roads or could be
reasonably developed from nearby County roads.  A power line and a phone line cross the
property.  Most of the property is moderately steep with rocky soils.  It is fenced on two sides. 
There is no surface water or other improvements on the property.

• The sale of this parcel would be subject to a right-of-way for electric power transmission
and distribution purposes granted to Harney Electric Cooperative, Inc., and a right-of-way
for telephone purposes granted to CenturyTel of Oregon, Inc.

• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The sale will include mineral estate.

OR-56577 (Modified Competitive)

The parcel has no direct physical or legal access.  The nearest legal access is a County road
1-mile from the parcel.  There is no power or other utilities in the area.  The parcel is not fenced. 
There are no improvements or surface water on the property.  The land consists of the top and
slopes of a low ridge with low rock outcrops.  Soils are generally gravely and rocky with
sagebrush. 

• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The sale will include mineral estate.

OR-56579 (Modified Competitive Sale)

The parcel has no direct physical or legal access.  There is no power or other utilities in the direct
area.  The parcel is not fenced.  There are no improvements or surface water on the property. 
The land consists of the top and slopes of a low ridge with low rock outcrops.  Soils are generally
gravely and rocky with sagebrush. 



• The parcel will contain a reservation for a right-of-way for ditches and canals constructed
thereon by the authority of United States under the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945).

• The sale will include mineral estate.

Enclosures
• Detail Location Maps
• Bidders Acknowledgment and Qualifications Statement


